February 3, 2010

Dear Parents/Guardians of St. Peter-Marian Jr. High School students,

There are many ways to evaluate a school’s success: retention rates, graduate acceptances, student grades, standardized test scores. While each of these has its merit, the National Catholic Center for Student Aspirations (NCCSA) believes that a school’s success should be measured by its ability to help students reach their dreams. And this assessment should come directly from the students themselves. 

For nearly three years the faculty of St. Peter-Marian Junior High has worked in partnership with the NCCSA in order to advance its students’ aspirations.  This has involved:

· Regular self-evaluation of teaching and grading practices 

· In depth assessment of school systems and policies

· Implementing change at deep and lasting levels of school culture 

· Intentional and coordinated efforts to understand the students’ perspective 

· Elevation of student voice on school decisions

I am very pleased to share with you the success of these efforts. The students’ evaluation of their school in November 2009 (in comparison to November 2007) shows us that the on-going changes are obvious to them. As you read the data presented below, please keep in mind that a change of 5% in any category is considered meaningful. But here at SPM Jr. High, the differences are greater and cause for much celebration. The students’ assessment show us they are prouder of their school, feel more connected to the adults in the schoolhouse, notice greater recognition for their efforts, and feel more encouraged to aim higher. These factors, we believe, are the benchmarks of a great school. 

Congratulations to St. Peter-Marian Junior High!

Kristin Melley, 

Director of the National Catholic Center for Student Aspirations

	Survey Statements*
	National Aggregate

2008
	Total Agreement 2007
	Total Agreement 2009
	Difference

	I am proud of my school. 
	68%
	76%
	86%
	10%

	Teachers care about me as an individual.
	60%
	54%
	76%
	22%

	Teachers recognize me when I try my best.
	64%
	68%
	84%
	16%

	I learn things that are interesting to me at school. 
	69%
	65%
	83%
	18%

	School is preparing me well for my future.
	80%
	82%
	93%
	11%


*For a complete data report, please visit the school’s website.

