St. Peter-Marian Central Catholic Jr. — Sr. High School

COURSE OFFERINGS/ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS

The basis academic requirements for graduation from St. Peter-Marian are:

Theology 4 credits
English 4 credits
Mathematics 4 credits
Science 4 credits
Social Studies 3 credits **
Foreign Language 2 credits *
Electives 2 credits
Physical Education Y credit
Computer Science Y, credit
Total 24 credits

* It is strongly recommended that students take 3-4 credits in Foreign Language.
** 14 credit in Social Studies MUST be in an American Government course.
LEVELS

New students come from diverse schools whose academic grading systems differ greatly. All new
students take the same Placement Test, giving St. Peter-Marian a common denominator to assess
each student’s abilities and achievement. The results of this test determine the starting level for the
student’s school year. Transferring classes within the same level is discouraged at St. Peter- Marian.

Advanced Placement- This program is a nationally recognized curriculum of study. Students apply
for these courses with their respective teachers. Students gain entrance based upon a strong
academic record and teacher recommendations. A typical Advanced Placement student must be of
superior ability, able to work independently and be highly motivated. Students who take these
courses must take the national examinations given in May. Students may be awarded college credit,
at the discretion of individual colleges, if a passing grade is obtained.

Honors - An accelerated course of studies for students of superior ability and achievement who
have successfully completed the prerequisite courses for this level. Please note: the formal Honors
Program begins in Grade 8.

Accelerated College Preparatory - An accelerated college preparatory program for students of
above average ability and achievement.

College Preparatory — A college preparatory program for students of average ability and
achievement.

*Prerequisites are established for all honors and AP courses by Administration and Academic
Departments.



COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
THEOLOGY DEPARTMENT

Religion 7: The Study of Jesus College Preparatory Grade 7
The theme of the seventh grade religion course is Jesus. Through an examination of Jesus’ life,
values, and teachings, the students are lead to an understanding of what living a Christian life
means. Focusing on the baptismal call to service, students are challenged to develop attitudes and
ways of acting that identify them as followers of Christ. Full Year

Religion 8: Church History College Preparatory Grade 8
The purpose of this course is to help the students understand the life of Jesus, and the beauty and
splendor of the Church Christ established. They will discover how the Church is founded on the
Apostles and is present today guiding them in Christ’s teachings. Full Year

Theology 9: Sacred Scripture Honors Grade 9
The purpose of the Grade 9 Religion course in Old Testament is to help the students read and
understand Sacred Scripture and to inspire them to apply the lessons to their own experiences, to
develop a more mature approach to personal faith and moral living. Consistent with the goals set
forth in Doctrinal Elements for the Development of Catechetical Materials for Young People of
High School Age, developed by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, in this course,
“every effort is made to project a sense of the unity of the narrative for the divine plan of salvation,
the presence of God’s action in this record of his Revelation, and his desire to share his merciful
love for us” (Doctrinal Elements, p. 31). Full Year/One Credit

Theology 10: The Mission of Jesus Honors Grade 10
This course invites students to take an in-depth look at how the books of the New Testament were
written, the message for people of the time, and the message for adolescents today. In addition, they
will focus on the historical, theological, and literary interpretation of the New Testament Books.
The course should help students apply the good news of Jesus to their own lives for maturation in
personal faith and moral living which leads to the desire to live as Christian disciples in today’s
world. Full Year/One Credit

Theology 11: Theology: Life in Jesus Christ Honors Grade 11
This course focuses on character development. A prime question posed throughout the course is:
What kind of person am I becoming, and what kind of person do I want to become? The course
offers a Christian answer to these questions, centering on Jesus as the model of full humanness and
looking at the virtues of Jesus as they can be seen in the lives of people past and present, as well as
in the students’ lives. Full Year/One Credit

Theology 12: Called to Live as Christians. Honors Grade 12
This course is designed to aid students in facing the challenges of young adulthood so they can
shape a future that is hopeful, healthy, and full. The belief underlying this course is that living a
Roman Catholic life-style is the optimal way to grow and to be fully alive. After focusing on life
themes and topics such as identity, dreams, risk-taking, suffering and healing, communication,



work, money, love, sexuality, etc., we will examine specific lifestyle choices: marriage, single life,
vowed religious life, and priesthood. Full Year/One Credit

Theology 12: Church’s Social Teaching Honors Grade 12
Christian Service is a concrete expression of the call to every believer to put his/her faith into
practice. This course attempts to develop within students an awareness of the needs of others, as
well as the ability and willingness to respond to those needs. Students participate in at least two
hours a week of direct service with one of the service opportunities arranged or approved by the
teacher. Course content focuses on Catholic Social Teaching as a way to frame our baptismal call
to service. Students will also learn and practice personal leadership skills to be more effective in
their service to the community. Full Year/ One Credit

Theology 12: Discipleship and Mission Honors Grade 12
Christian Leadership is a course designed to develop leadership qualities and skills in students. The
course includes six themes on Christian leadership: leadership styles, listening skills, conflict
resolution, trust and responsibility, leadership and discipleship, and planning and strategy.

Students will use their leadership skills to facilitate retreats for junior high students, to plan and
prepare school wide liturgies, to act as small group facilitators in religion classes and to plan and
teach lessons to underclassmen on issues of growth and development. Full Year/One Credit

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

Grammar & Composition All Levels Grade 7
This course focuses on the study of grammar and composition. The continued study of language
arts skills including vocabulary, spelling, penmanship, and oral expression supports the course
objective of developing the students as successful listeners, thinkers, readers, speakers, and writers.
Library and study skills will be introduced. Full Year

Literature Honors Grade 7
This course emphasizes the reading and appreciation of literature. The students will be introduced to
a variety of literary forms including the short story, poetry, drama, and the novel. Through analysis
of the selections, students gain an understanding of literary concepts as well as writer’s techniques.
Reading strategies promote student comprehension; students develop critical thinking and reading
skills which are then integrated into the writing process. Full Year

Literature College preparatory Grade 7
This course emphasizes the reading and appreciation of literature. The students will be introduced to
a variety of literary forms including the short story, poetry, drama, and the novel. Through analysis
of the selections, students gain an understanding of literary concepts as well as writer’s techniques.
Reading strategies promote student comprehension; students develop critical thinking and reading
skills which are then integrated into the writing process. In each of these learning areas, pace is
adjusted to the ability of the class. Full year



Literature and Composition Honors Grade 8
English Literature and Composition will review and expand the language arts previously taught.
The literary concentration will make students aware of character portrayal, cultural and historical
influences, and poetic devices, in an attempt to foster the understanding and appreciation of
literature. Writing and speaking skills will be stressed through the elements of literature. Students
will produce a paper using a minimum of one outside source, parenthetical citations, a work cited
page, and evidence of an understanding of paraphrasing. Full Year

Literature and Composition College Preparatory Grade 8
English Literature and Composition will review and expand the language arts previously taught.
The literary concentration will make students aware of character portrayal, cultural and historical
influences, and poetic devices, in an attempt to foster the understanding and appreciation of
literature. Writing and speaking skills will be stressed through the elements of literature. Students
will produce a paper using a minimum of one outside source, parenthetical citations, a work cited
page, and evidence of an understanding of paraphrasing. In each of these learning areas, pace is
adjusted to the ability of the class. Full Year

Literature and Composition | Honors Grade 9
This multi-faceted course seeks to provide students with a strong foundation for advanced study in
literature and grammar and for effective academic writing. Units in each of these areas of study,
along with lessons designed to build the vocabularies of the students, are taught concurrently
throughout the year. The course exposes students to works in a variety of literary genres — short
story, drama, essay, poetry, and novel. Students develop a knowledge of a wide-range of literary
terms relating to the structural elements and the dynamics of each literary genre and learn how to
apply these terms to analyzing the content and meaning of literary works. The development of
analytical thinking skills is also central to the study of grammar in the course. Students are taught
the fundamental grammatical mechanisms of the English language and their characteristics and are
provided with evaluative procedures to identify those mechanisms. Composition units will focus on
thesis development, paragraph structure and development, and sentence construction. Assignments
will emphasis developing skills in writing expository essays. Students will also complete a guided
research project and a research paper. Full Year/One Credit

Literature and Composition I Accelerated College Prep Grade 9
This multi-faceted course seeks to provide students with a strong foundation for advanced study in
literature and for effective academic writing. Units in each of these areas of study, along with
lessons designed to build the vocabularies of the students, are taught concurrently throughout the
year. The course exposes students to works in a variety of literary genres — short story, drama,
essay, poetry, and the novel. Students develop knowledge of a wide range of literary terms relating
to the structural elements and the dynamics of each literary genre and learn how to apply these
terms to analyzing the content and meaning of literary works. The development of analytical
thinking skills is also central to the study of grammar in the course. Students are taught the
fundamental grammatical mechanisms of the English language and their characteristics, and they
are provided with evaluative procedures to identify those mechanisms. Composition units will focus
on thesis development, paragraph structure and development, and sentence construction.
Assignments will emphasize developing skill in writing expository essays. Students will also
complete a guided research project and a research paper. Full Year/One Credit



Pre-A.P. English Advanced Placement Grade 10
Pre-A.P. English 10 is designed to encompass the content areas of literature, language, and
composition, with a focus on development of the skills needed for literary analysis. Rhetorical
analysis, critical reading, and critical thinking skills will be developed throughout the year. Pre-A.P.
English 10 offers a comprehensive survey and critical study of British Literature from the Anglo-
Saxon period to the late Twentieth Century, with works presented in historical and cultural context.
Readings from the Elements of Literature text include poetry, essays, short stories, and dramatic
works, and will be supplemented with outside readings. Students will learn to listen and speak for
both critical analysis of text, as well as for appropriate social interaction. Grammar, composition,
and vocabulary development are also incorporated into course instruction. The composition content
area emphasizes techniques for effective academic writing with a particular emphasis on the
development of students’ skills in writing persuasive essays and using appropriate textual evidence.
Vocabulary development, which is integrated within the course program, will be guided by lessons
in the Vocabulary Workshop text. PSAT/SAT preparation skills and strategies will also be
developed throughout the academic year. Full Year/one Credit

Literature and Composition II Honors Grade 10
English 10 encompasses the content areas of literature, language, vocabulary development, and
composition. The literature content area will focus on literary analysis, with an emphasis on critical
reading and critical thinking. The text, Prentice Hall Literature’s Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes
includes a broad range of fiction and non-fiction selections that will be used to guide students
toward mastery in recognizing structural elements, themes, and literary perspective in several
genres. Poetry, drama, essays, and short stories are included in the literature text, and will be
supplemented with additional outside readings. Vocabulary development, which is integrated within
the course program, will be guided by lessons in the Vocabulary Workshop text. In the area of
language, students will pose questions and participate in formal and informal group discussions.
Students will learn to listen and speak for both critical analysis of text, as well as for appropriate
social interaction. The composition content area emphasizes techniques for effective academic
writing with a particular emphasis on the development of students’ skills in writing persuasive
essays. Grammar lessons and PSAT/SAT preparation skills and strategies will also be developed
throughout the academic year. Full Year/One Credit

Literature and Composition II Accelerated College Prep Grade 10
English 10 encompasses the content areas of literature, language, vocabulary development, and
composition. The literature content area will focus on literary analysis, with an emphasis on critical
reading and critical thinking. The text, Prentice Hall Literature’s Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes
includes a broad range of fiction and non-fiction selections that will be used to guide students
toward mastery in recognizing structural elements, themes, and literary perspective. Poetry, drama,
and short stories are included in the literature text, and will be supplemented with additional outside
readings. Vocabulary development, which is integrated within the course program, will be guided
by lessons in the Vocabulary Workshop text. In the area of language, students will pose questions
and participate in formal and informal group discussions. Students will learn to listen and speak for
both critical analysis of text, as well as for appropriate social interaction. The composition content
area emphasizes techniques for effective academic writing with a particular emphasis on the
development of students’ skills in writing using appropriate textual evidence. Grammar lessons and



PSAT/SAT preparation skills and strategies will also be developed throughout the academic year.
Full Year/One Credit

Literature and Composition II College Preparatory Grade 10
English 10 encompasses the content areas of literature, language, vocabulary development, and
composition. The literature content area will focus on literary analysis, with an emphasis on critical
reading and critical thinking. The text includes a broad range of fiction and non-fiction selections
that will be used to direct students toward mastery in recognizing structural elements, themes, and
literary perspective. Poetry, drama, and short stories are included in the literature text, and will be
supplemented with additional outside readings. Vocabulary development, which is an integral part
of the course, will develop through the use of the Vocabulary Workshop text. In the area of
language, students will ask and answer questions both formally and informally. Students will learn
to listen to the teacher and one another in an appropriate social environment. Composition writing
will emphasize the use of evidence to substantiate assumptions and observations. Grammar lessons
are interwoven within the text.

Full Year/One Credit

AP English Literature and Composition Advanced Placement Grade 11
The AP course in English Language and Composition aims to help students become skillful readers
and effective writers. The course exposes students to a wide variety of nonfiction prose ( essays,
journalism, literary criticism, science writing, historical documents, etc.) and challenges students to
closely examine and evaluate complex texts from a rhetorical perspective. Students also undergo a
rigorous and diverse regimen of writing exercises and essay assignments that will require them to
explore and work toward the mastery of various rhetorical concepts, devices, and modes. The
reading and writing in the course will take place in the context of year-long focus on the
phenomenon of language. Through this study, the course seeks to encourage students to view
reading and writing not only as necessary and routine academic tasks but also as personal acts that
have the potential to make a significant impact on how they experience and understand themselves,
others, the natural world, and society. Students are expected to personally invest themselves in their
reading and writing to a degree that will enable them to meet and exceed the current standards in a
college-level English course. Full Year/One Credit

American Literature Honors Grade 11

A comprehensive study of literary works will aid students in developing and strengthening their
knowledge of different genres and forms throughout the history of American Literature.
Specifically, this course will aid students in developing comprehension strategies and analytical
thinking skills through the comparing and contrasting of various types of literature spanning from
that which existed during the beginning of the nation to that which exists presently. In turn, students
will increase their literary sensitivity, awareness, and insight by examining the internal and external
forces which have compelled American writers to produce various expressions through the different
literary genres. In addition, the study of novels and other such literary works, vocabulary, and
writing mechanics will aid students in mastering oral language conventions, appropriate writing and
research strategies, and listening and speaking strategies. The development of vocabulary, usage
and mechanics, and grammar will aid students in both effective SAT knowledge as well as in the
writing various types of essays. Full Year/One Credit



American Literature Accelerated College Prep Grade 11
This course is a chronological survey covering selected material from early Native American
legends and myths through the twentieth century. The presentation invites students to improve their
reading, writing, and thinking skills while gaining an awareness of their literary heritage. It
dovetails very nicely with their study of American history. In addition to the selections in the text,
various outside readings are assigned. Vocabulary development is crucial for both course work and
SAT and ACT preparation. Research work is also a part of the course. Full Year/One Credit

American Literature College Preparatory Grade 11
This course is a chronological survey covering selected material from early Native American
legends and myths through the twentieth century. The presentation invites students to improve their
reading, writing, and thinking skills while gaining an awareness of their literary heritage. It
dovetails very nicely with their study of American history. In addition to the selections in the text,
various outside readings are assigned. Vocabulary development is crucial for both course work and
SAT and ACT preparation. Research work is also a part of the course. Full year/One Credit

AP Literature and Composition Advanced Placement Grade 12
The AP English course in Literature and Composition encourages and challenges students in the
careful reading and critical analysis of a wide and diverse range of imaginative literature and
masterworks. Through the close reading, purposeful discussion, and various
analytical/interpretive/critical and personal response writing assignments; students can develop a
deeper understanding and appreciation of an artist’s literary craft. As the student reads, they will
consider structure, style, and themes. Inherent in these endeavors, students will also explore and
develop a deeper understanding of the ways writers use language and the various literary devices
and techniques of syntax, diction, figurative language, imagery, tone, and symbolism.

The content of the course is designed to provide a college level experience, as the reading, writing,
and thinking require significant abilities as the student considers the best works from the sixteenth
to the twenty-first centuries. “In addition to considering a work’s literary artistry, students should
consider the social and historical value it reflects and embodies...such close reading involves the
following elements: the experience of literature, the interpretation of literature, and the evaluation of
literature.” ( from the Advanced Placement Program Course Description, May 2001, 2002)

*Please note: as required in accordance with AP Course Syllabus Guidelines, “The course includes
frequent opportunities for students to write and rewrite formal, extended analyses and timed, in-
class responses. The course requires writing to evaluate: analytical, argumentative essays in which
students draw upon textual details to make and explain judgments about a work’s artistry and
quality, and its social and cultural values.” It should also be noted that because of the extensive, and
wide range of genres, selections, traditions, and styles that can comprise a college level experience
course such as this, the students need ‘pre and post’ reading and writing feedback to assist them in
the development of their analyses, as well as any rewriting and revision activities.

Full Year/One Credit

British Literature Honors Grade 12
The Grade 12 British/English Literature course presents a comprehensive survey and critical study
of English Literature from the British, Irish, Scottish, and Welsh traditions, covering periods



beginning with the Anglo-Saxon Period through the 21st Century. The course also focuses on
important aspects of the historical background and cultural influences on these literary periods.
Primary emphasis is on the significant literary achievements, recognized "master works," and their
corresponding authors. Readings are comprised of poetry, prose/essays, short stories, novels, and
dramatic works. Language Arts/Grammar and Composition, Vocabulary Development, are also
integrated in course instruction and planning within context, as well as in other classroom activities
and individual homework assignments from supplemental sources. Assistance, drafting, and editing
for college application essays are also made available. Full Year/One Credit

British Literature Accelerated College Prep Grade 12
The Grade 12 British/English Literature course presents a comprehensive survey and critical study
of English Literature from the British, Irish, Scottish, and Welsh traditions, covering periods
beginning with the Anglo-Saxon Period through the 21st Century. The course also focuses on
important aspects of the historical background and cultural influences on these literary periods.
Primary emphasis is on the significant literary achievements, recognized "master works," and their
corresponding authors. Readings are comprised of poetry, prose/essays, short stories, novels, and
dramatic works. Language Arts/Grammar and Composition, Vocabulary Development, are also
integrated in course instruction and planning within context, as well as in other classroom activities
and individual homework assignments from supplemental sources. Assistance, drafting, and editing
for college application essays are also made available. Full Year/One Credit

British Literature College Preparatory Gradel2
This is a survey course of British Literature, with works from the Anglo-Saxon period to the late
Twentieth Century presented in historical context. In addition to historical background study,
British Literature will emphasize representative works and significant cultural influences of each
literary period. Readings are comprised of poetry, essays, short stories and dramatic works.
Grammar, composition, and vocabulary development are also incorporated into course instruction.
During the first semester, SAT preparation and verbal skills strategies are emphasized.
Workshops in drafting, and editing for college application essays will also be presented during the
first semester. Students will produce a multi-source research paper using MLA-style format and
citations. Full Year/One Credit

ENGLISH ELECTIVES

Creative Writing Accelerated College Prep Grades 11-12

This course is intended for the beginning creative writer who enjoys writing poems and stories, but
who has not had instruction. The main goal for this course is to learn and master basic instruction in
three genres: fiction, creative nonfiction, and poetry. Students will explore their interest in writing
within the frameworks of the class. In addition, students will keep a daily journal that may be used
as inspiration for future projects and assignments. Students will write and share their works with
their classmates. Overall, Students will learn more about themselves as writers and learn from their
peers. Full Year/One Credit

Public speaking College Preparatory Grades 11-12
This course is intended to provide practical instruction, relevant activities, and formal assignments
designed to help students learn the skills of effective presentation. This course in beginning public
speaking will be essential and the skills learned in this course will invariably be used by students in



the future. Although some of the exercises will be difficult or even nerve-racking, the skills learned
will be beneficial and rewarding in any type of formal or informal speaking situation students come
across. Half Year/ One-half Credit

MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT

Math 7 Honors Grade 7
This course reviews sets and the fundamental basics of whole numbers, fractions, decimals, and

percents. Metric units and statistics are introduced. Aspects of consumerism will be pursued.
Full Year

Math 7 College Preparatory Grade 7
This course will prepare students for Algebra I. The students will learn to develop a better
understanding in the fundamentals of algebra and the development of the basic skills so that these

students will be able to apply the basic properties and operations that are introduced in Algebra 1.
Full Year

Pre-Algebra College Preparatory Grade 8
This course will prepare students for Algebra I. The students will learn to develop a better
understanding in the fundamentals of algebra and the development of the basic skills so that these
students will be able to apply the basic properties and operations that are introduced in Algebra 1.
Full Year

Algebra 1 Honors Grade 8 or 9
Students are introduced to fundamental principles of the real number system. This course is
designed for students who have above average mathematical and problem solving skills. Some
topics to be discussed are: sets, equalities, inequalities, graphic relations and functions, polynomials,
factoring rational expressions, radicals, quadratic functions and equations and applied word

problems
Grade 8: Full Year Grade 9: Full Year / One Credit
Algebra | Accelerated College Prep Grade 9

This Algebra course is designed for students who have average mathematical and problem solving
skills. Some topics to be discussed are: sets, equalities, inequalities, graphic relations and functions,
polynomials, factoring rational expressions, radicals, quadratic functions and equations and applied
word problems. .Assignments should include substantial work with the skills and content presented
in each lesson, application of these skills and concepts, test preparation and mixed review exercises.
The goal of this course is that students gain conceptual understanding and achieve success on
important assessments, meeting high curriculum standards. Full Year/One Credit

Algebra | College Preparatory Grade 9
This Algebra course is designed for students who have less than average mathematical and
problem-solving skills. Some topics to be discussed are: sets, equalities, inequalities,

graphic relations and functions, polynomials, factoring rational expressions, radicals, quadratic
functions and equations. Assignments should include substantial work with the skills and content
presented in each lesson, application of theses skills and concepts, test preparation and mixed



review exercises. The goal of this course is that students gain conceptual understanding and achieve
success on important assessments, meeting high curriculum standards. Full Year/One Credit

Geometry Honors Grade 9 or 10
This course is designed for those who are able to master mathematical concepts by the above

average student. It will cover formal proofs of theorems relative to perpendicular and parallel lines,
triangles, and other polygons with applied exercises in similarity and area. Full Year / One Credit

Geometry Accelerated College Prep Grade 10
This course is designed for those who are able to master mathematical concepts by the above
average student. It will cover formal proofs of theorems relative to perpendicular and parallel lines,
triangles, and other polygons with applied exercises in similarity and area. Full Year / One Credit

Geometry College Preparatory Grade 10
This course is designed for students to become familiar with Euclidean Geometry. Students will
learn to reason logically through formal proofs and applications of similar figures. Students will
also study parallel and perpendicular lines, and triangles with applied exercises in area and volume.
Full Year / One Credit

Algebra II/Trigonometry Honors Grade 10 or 11
This course gives an axiomatic approach to sets of numbers, products and factoring of polynomials,
and a graphical and analytical treatment of equalities and inequalities in one and two variables.
Also, included are real numbers, logarithmic relations and functions as well as applied word
problems. This course is extended to include circular trigonometric functions, identities, formulas,
graphs and applied word problems in trigonometry. Full Year / One Credit

Algebra I1 Accelerated College Prep Grade 10 or 11
This course is intended for students who enter with average mathematical and problem solving
skills. The student should have completed an Algebra I course with an average of 75 or better.
Assignments include substantial work with the skills and concepts presented in each lesson,
application of these skills and concepts, test preparation and mixed review exercises.

The goal of this course is to teach the mathematical concepts and methods students need to know in
order to meet high curriculum standards and succeed on high stakes tests. Full Year/ One Credit

Algebra I1 College Preparatory Grade 11
This course reviews Algebra I and then introduces the following: product and factoring of
polynomials, rational and irrational algebraic expressions, linear, quadratic, exponential and
logarithmic functions as well as applied word problems in various areas. Full Year / One Credit

Pre-Calculus Honors Grade 11 or 12
This course leads the student to discover mathematical concepts and relations by using inductive
and deductive reasoning as well as analogy. Major emphasis will be placed on number systems,
elementary functions, logic and their applications. Full Year / One Credit



Pre-Calculus Accelerated College Prep Grade 11 or 12
This course is offered for the high ability student who has successfully completed the four
preparatory college mathematics courses and needs a background for calculus. This course leads
the student to discover mathematical concepts by using intuitive, inductive, and reasoning as well as
analogy. The major emphasis is placed on the number systems, elementary functions, logic, the
derivative functions and application of the derivative. Also, trigonometry will be reviewed.

Full Year/One Credit

AP Calculus Advanced Placement Grade 11 orl2
AP Calculus is a culmination of all of the mathematics a student has learned in a high school career.
It is explored through the interpretation of graphs and tables as well as analytic methods.
Derivatives are interpreted as rates of change and local linear interpretation. The definite integral is
interpreted as a total change over a specific interval and as a limit of Riemann sums. Differential
equations are interpreted using slope fields and then solved analytically or numerically.

The use of technology is integrated throughout the course to provide a balanced approach to the
teaching and learning of calculus that involves algebraic, numerical, graphical and verbal methods
(the rule of four).Students are expected to use a multirepresentational approach to investigate and
solve problems, to write about their conclusions and often work in groups to communicate
mathematics orally. These students are then required to take the Advanced Placement Exam in the
spring. Full Year/ One Credit

Calculus Honors Grade 12
This course covers analytic geometry, limits, derivatives and their applications, integration, and
applied word problems in various areas. The purpose of this class is to teach students to use
calculus effectively and to prepare them for further study in this area. It is not intended as
preparation for the AP exam. Full Year / One Credit

Probability and Statistics Accelerated College Prep Grade 12
This course introduces the student to data analysis, statistics, and probability. Some topics include:
random variables, probability distributions (including the normal distribution), hypothesis testing,
and statistical inferences. Full Year / One Credit

Trigonometry Functions College Preparatory Grade 12
This course starts with a basic review of some algebraic and geometric concepts designed as
preparation for the fall SAT testing. It then covers exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric
functions, their formulas, graphs and applied word problems. Full Year / One Credit

College Mathematics College Preparatory Grade 12
This senior mathematics course reinforces the understanding and application of whole numbers,
fractions, decimals, percents, ratios, probabilities, and statistics. Also explored are automobile
purchases, mortgages, insurance, loans, savings, etc. Students are instructed to use mathematical
reasoning in defining and solving real-life problems. Full Year / One Credit



SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

Life Science Honors and College Preparatory Grade 7
This is a life science ( biology ) course for students in grade 7. The course investigates the
diversity, complexity, and interconnectedness of life on Earth. During the year, various topics will
be explored. The depth of study will vary with the ability level of the students in each class.

Full Year

Physical Science Honors Grade 8
This course provides students with the basic knowledge of physical science as it relates to them and
their own range of expectations. The basic concepts in Physics and Chemistry are developed. The
initial study of matter, motion, energy, heat, atomic structure, elements, solutions and reactions will
provide the student with the background necessary for further science study on the high school
level. Lab work and/or demonstrations will be used to reinforce theory. Full Year

Physical Science College Preparatory Grade 8
This course provides students with the basic knowledge of physical science as it relates to them and
their own range of expectations. The basic concepts in Physics and Chemistry are developed. The
initial study of matter, motion, energy, heat, atomic structure, elements, solutions and reactions will
provide the student with the background necessary for further science study on the high school
level. Lab work and/or demonstrations will be used to reinforce theory. Full Year

Biology I Honors Grade 9
This course starts with an in-depth study of the chemistry of life at the cellular level, including cell
physiology, photosynthesis and respiration, cell reproduction and genetic. It also focuses on DNA
and genetic engineering. This course is primarily lecture with accompanying lab activities.

Full Year/ One Credit

Biology I Accelerated College Prep Grade 9
This course starts with a study of the chemistry of life at the cellular level, including cell
physiology, photosynthesis and respiration, cell reproduction and genetic. It also focuses on DNA
and genetic engineering. This course is primarily lecture with accompanying lab activities.

Full Year/One Credit

Biology I College Preparatory Grade 9
This first year biology course will focus on the units of biochemistry, cells and genetics. The
students will become competent in these areas through lecture, partner activities and labs. Students
will become efficient in taking science notes and learning Latin and Greek root origins in science.
Full Year/One Credit

AP Biology Advanced Placement Grade 10
This course provides students with the college freshman biology experience in a high school setting.
The main goal is to help students understand the main concepts in biology, their important
relationships, processes and mechanisms, and how they can relate to everyday life. The key
concepts for each subject area are placed in the broader context of unifying themes that integrate the
main topics in Biology. The three main topics are: Molecules and Cells, Heredity and Evolution,



Organisms and Populations. This course has a lecture/demonstration format along with students
performing twelve required laboratory experiments. These students are then required to take the
Advanced Placement Exam in the spring. Full Year/ One Credit

Biology II Honors & Accelerated College Prep Grade 10
This course is a continuation of Biology I with a lecture/demonstration format along with lab work.
This advanced course uses the basic biological vocabulary and concepts presented in Biology I to
explore advanced topics. These topics are evolution theory, modern classification systems, plant
anatomy and physiology, microbiotic organisms, fungi, zoology organisms and topics, and
environmental science topics. A unit on writing a scientific research paper culminating in a student
written research paper based on current scientific journal articles and government-based scientific
web sites is included in this curriculum. Full Year/One Credit

Environmental Science College Preparatory Grade 10
This course is an awareness course of current trends in environmental issues, such as the growing
population, soil erosion, depletion of resources and deforestation. This course will address the
ramifications of these problems and possible/modifications which must be made to ensure a viable
civilization. Full Year/One Credit

AP Chemistry Advanced Placement Grades 11/12
This course is designed to provide a first year college chemistry experience. Laboratory work is
hands-on and serves to reinforce the learning experience gained in the classroom. Problem solving
using dimensional analyses is stressed throughout the program. Topics covered include
stoichiometry in aqueous solution, reaction types, gas laws and theory, thermodynamics and thermo
chemistry, atomic theory and structure, the periodic properties of the elements, chemical bonding
and VSEPR theory, unique properties of solids, liquids, and changes of phase. Properties of
solutions related to concentration, acid and base reactions and theories are also covered. An
introduction to Kinetics leads to a discussion of rate laws and reaction mechanisms. Equilibrium
systems are discussed in detail (Ke9, Le Chatelier’s Principal, Ka, Kb, Ksp, and Kf),
Electrochemistry (Faraday’s Laws, E of a Cell, and the Nermst equation) and an Introduction to
Organic Chemistry concludes this course. Full Year/One Credit

Chemistry Honors Grade 11
This program in chemistry is designed to prepare students for Advanced Placement Chemistry and
the first year of College Chemistry. Students will be introduced to the systematic and scientific
study of the physical and chemical properties of matter and the energy changes associated with
these properties. The major emphasis of this course will be on problem-solving skills associated
with the main principles important to the understanding of chemistry.

Full year/ One Credit

Chemistry Accelerated College Prep Grade 11
This program in chemistry is designed to prepare students for the first year of College Chemistry.
Students will be introduced to the systematic and scientific study of the principles associated with
the understanding of chemistry. Full Year/One Credit



Chemistry College Preparatory Grade 11
This program of chemistry is designed to prepare students for the first year of college chemistry.
Students will be introduced to the systematic and scientific study of principles associated with the
understanding of chemistry. Full Year/One Credit

AP Physics Advanced Placement Grade 12
This course provides a systematic introduction to the main principles of physics and emphasizes the
development of conceptual understanding and problem-solving ability using algebra and
trigonometry, but rarely calculus. This course includes topics in both classical and modern physics.
Knowledge of algebra and basic trigonometry is required for this course; the basic idea of calculus
may be introduced in the theoretical development of some physical concepts, such as acceleration
and work. Understanding of the basic principles involved and the ability to apply these principles in
the solution of problems are the major goals of this course. The course seeks to be representative of
topics covered in similar college courses. The course covers five general areas: Newtonian
Mechanics, Fluid Mechanics and Thermal Physics, Electricity and Magnetism, Waves and Optics,
Atomic and Nuclear Physics. PREREQUISITES: Completion of Chemistry I, concurrent enrollment
in Pre-Calculus or Calculus and department approval. Full Year/One Credit

Honors Physics Honors Grade 12
Physics is a subject in which critical thinking and reasoning skills are developed. This course
develops the conceptual foundations of physics and employs the strong math skills already achieved
in problem solving. The focus of study is an in depth, comprehensive introduction to classical
mechanics: motion, forces, energy, and the laws that govern them.

As time allows, topics of electricity, optics, sound and heat may also be introduced. Algebra, trig,
data manipulation, graphing and the use of graphing calculators is routine. Demonstrations, hands-
on activities and projects are incorporated to reinforce theory. Full Year/One Credit

Physics Accelerated College Prep Grade 12
Physics is a subject in which critical thinking and reasoning skills are developed. This course
develops the conceptual foundations of physics along with reinforcement of math skills in problem
solving. The focus of study is classical mechanics: motion, forces, energy, and the laws that govern
them. As time allows, topics of electricity, optics, sound and heat may also be introduced. Algebra,
graphing and the use of graphing calculators is routine. Demonstrations, hands-on activities and
projects are incorporated to reinforce theory. Full year/One Credit

Conceptual Physics College Preparatory Grade 12
This course is designed to introduce the concepts and principles of Physics. Students study a wide
variety of topics in Physics that are components of the major themes of "energy and matter". Topics
include: motion and forces; work, energy and power; waves, light and sound; optics; electricity and
magnetism. Full Year/One Credit

Anatomy /Physiology Honors Grade 12
Students will cover the equivalent of one semester of a college Anatomy & Physiology course. A
brief review of critical biology and chemistry topics will be the start point for this course to form
the foundation for the individual body systems. An in depth discussion of the following body
systems: such as integumentary (skin), skeletal, muscle, respiratory, cardiovascular and



reproductive systems will be taught. The course is primarily lecture with hands on activities to
support the textbook. In the spring the students will dissect a fetal pig to have a hands’ on
experience to visually see the parts of the body discussed. Full Year/One Credit

Anatomy /Physiology Accelerated College Prep Grade 12
Students will cover the equivalent of one semester of a college Anatomy & Physiology course. A
brief review of critical biology and chemistry topics will be the start point for this course to form
the foundation for the individual body systems. An in depth discussion of the following body
systems: such as integumentary (skin), skeletal, muscle, respiratory, cardiovascular and
reproductive systems will be taught. The course is primarily lecture with hands on activities to
support the textbook. In the spring the students will dissect a fetal pig to have a hands’ on
experience to visually see the parts of the body discussed. Full Year/One Credit

SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT

Geography Honors Grade 7
This course introduces the students to the five themes of geography and helps them to develop the
means to examine their world. The emphasis will be on the study of landforms and their effects on
people. Goals of this course are to help students appreciate their physical environment, to make
them aware of their responsibility to that environment, and to help them understand the people and
the cultures of the world. Full Year

Geography College Grade 7
This course introduces the students to the five themes of geography and helps them to develop the
means to examine their world. The emphasis will be on the study of landforms and their effects on
people. Goals of this course are to help students appreciate their physical environment, to make
them aware of their responsibility to that environment, and to help them understand the people and
the cultures of the world. Full Year

American History Honors Grade 8
This course is designed to acquaint the student with the period of United States History from the
1500’s through the 1800°s. Emphasis is placed on the experience of the American people and their
leaders who shaped the Republic. Questions dealing with the effects of decisions upon the ethics,
social structures, laws, politics, and economics will be discussed in written and oral form. Students
will develop study skills and refine the process of essay writing. Full Year

American History College Grade 8
This course is designed to acquaint the student with the period of United States History from the
1500’s through the 1800°s. Emphasis is placed on the experience of the American people and their
leaders who shaped the Republic. Questions dealing with the effects of decisions upon the ethics,
social structures, laws, politics, and economics will be discussed in written and oral form. Students
will develop study skills and refine the process of essay writing. Full Year

World History Honors Grade 9
World History is a course designed to acquaint the student with the basic historical events that
shaped the character and the advancement of man from pre-historic times, through the rise and fall



of Rome, to medieval times and the early Renaissance. Students will also explore advancements in
Europe involving Absolutism, revolutionary France, and continuing on into the Industrial
Revolution and culminating with Nationalism and Imperialism. Emphasis is placed on the
comparison of the various social, political, legal, religious, economic and cultural developments of
humans. Study skills, research techniques, problem solving and inferential thinking activities are
key elements included in this course of study. Full Year/One Credit

World History Accelerated College Prep Grade 9
World History is a course designed to acquaint the student with the basic historical events that
shaped the character and the advancement of man from pre-historic times, through the rise and fall
of Rome, to medieval times and the early Renaissance. Students will also explore advancements in
Europe involving Absolutism, revolutionary France, and continuing on into the Industrial
Revolution and culminating with Nationalism and Imperialism. Emphasis is placed on the
comparison of the various social, political, legal, religious, economic and cultural developments of
humans. Study skills, research techniques, problem solving and inferential thinking activities are
key elements included in this course of study. Full Year/One Credit

World History College Preparatory Grade 9
World History is a course designed to acquaint the student with the basic historical events that
shaped the character and the advancement of man from pre-historic times, through the rise and fall
of Rome, to medieval times and the early Renaissance. Students will also explore advancements in
Europe involving Absolutism, revolutionary France, England and the Americas. Emphasis is placed
on the comparison of the various social, political, legal, religious, economic and cultural
developments of humans. Study skills, research techniques, problem solving and comparative
cultural issues will be emphasized. Full Year/One Credit

U. S. History Honors Grade 10
This course covers the period from the American Revolution through the Progressive Era. The
purpose of the course is to familiarize the student with the heritage of America and to study issues,
events, people and policies that make up the American character. In addition to the basic course
students are required to write analytical essays. Full Year/One Credit

U. S. History Accelerated College Prep Grade 10
This course covers the period from the American Revolution through the Progressive Era. The
purpose of the course is to familiarize the student with the heritage of America and to study issues,
events, people and policies that make up the American character. In addition to the basic course
students are required to write analytical essays. Full Year/One Credit

U. S. History College Preparatory Grade 10
This course covers the period from the American Revolution through the Progressive Era. The
purpose of the course is to familiarize the student with the heritage of America and to study issues,
events, people and policies that make up the American character. Students in this course apply
practical skills to interactive historical simulations and activities. Full Year/One credit



AP United States History Advanced Placement Grade 11
The advanced Placement Program in United States History is designed to provide students with the
analytic skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the materials of American
history. The program prepares students for intermediate and advanced historical college courses.
Students learn to assess the validity of specific historical events using primary and secondary
sources. PREREQUSITE: Superior performance in previous history classes, excellent work ethic
and department approval. Full Year/One Credit

Modern U. S. History Honors Grade 11
This course continues the study of United States history in the twentieth century. It begins with the
World War I period and moves through the roaring twenties, Great Depression, World War 11,
Korean War, Cold War, Vietnam War, and the Gulf War. Between these decades, from the twenties
to the present, noteworthy events like the advent of rock and roll, civil rights, women’s rights, the
space race, the turbulence of the sixties and the political intrigues from Watergate to the Iran-Contra

to the present will be highlighted. An analytical term paper will be required in this course.
Half Year/Half Credit

Modern U. S. History Accelerated College Prep Grade 11
Modern United States History is a course designed to acquaint the student with the American
history in the 20th Century. Students will study World War I, the “Roaring Twenties”, the Great
Depression, World War 11, the 1950s era, the Cold War, Civil Rights, the Vietham War, the 1960s
era, Women’s Rights, the Environmental movement, the 1970s era, the Reagan Era, the Clinton Era,
and the U.S. in the 21* Century. Research techniques, problem solving and inferential thinking
activities are key elements included in this course of study. In an effort to relate classroom learning
to contemporary society and history, an ongoing study of current affairs will be incorporated into
the course. An analytical term paper will be required in this course. Half Year/Half Credit

Modern U. S. History College Preparatory Grade 11
Modern United States History is a course designed to acquaint the student with the American
history in the 20th Century. Students will study World War I, the “Roaring Twenties”, the Great
Depression, World War 11, the 1950s era, the Cold War, Civil Rights, the Vietham War, the 1960s
era, Women’s Rights, the Environmental movement, the 1970s era, the Reagan Era, the Clinton Era,
and the U.S. in the 21* Century. Study skills, research techniques, problem solving and inferential
thinking activities are key elements included in this course of study. In an effort to relate classroom
learning to contemporary society and history, an ongoing study of current affairs will be
incorporated into the course. A research project will be required in this course.

Half Year/Half Credit

AP United States Government & Politics ~ Advanced Placement Grade 12
The Advanced Placement course in United States Government and Politics is designed to give
students a critical perspective on politics and government. This course involves both the study of
general concepts used to interpret United States politics and the analysis of specific case studies. It
also requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that make up the
American political reality. All students are expected to use analytical writing skills and to
participate in research projects. Advanced Placement United States History is a prerequisite for



enrollment in this course. PREREQUISITES: Excellent work ethic, intense interest in subject
matter and department approval. Full Year/Full Credit

American Government Honors Grade 11
This course, which is an in-depth examination of the foundations of the American system of
government, includes an extensive study of the Constitution and the functions of federal state, and
local governments. The rights and responsibilities of the students as American citizens are
emphasized through an analysis of Supreme Court decisions, Congressional legislation,
Constitutional amendments, and presidential actions. Students will participate in activities that will
encourage them to become informed, engaged, and active American citizens. All students are
expected to use analytical writing skills and to participate in research projects.

Half Year/Half Credit

American Government Accelerated College Prep Grade 11
American Government is a course designed to acquaint the student with the nature of the American
political system. We will study the Executive, Legislative and Judicial branches of our government,
the Constitution, the electoral process, and how the mass media and interest groups affect these.
Special attention will be paid to Civil Liberties and the basic principles of Democracy. Study skills,
research techniques, problem solving and inferential thinking activities are key elements included in
this course of study. In an effort to relate classroom learning to contemporary society and history,
an ongoing study of current affairs will be incorporated into the course. Half Year/Half Credit

American Government College Preparatory Grade 11
American Government is a course designed to acquaint the student with the nature of the American
political system. We will study the Executive, Legislative and Judicial branches of our government,
the Constitution, the electoral process, and how the mass media and interest groups affect these.
Special attention will be paid to Civil Liberties and the basic principles of Democracy. Study skills,
research techniques, and problem solving are key elements included in this course of study. In an
effort to relate classroom learning to contemporary society and history, an ongoing study of current
affairs will be incorporated into the course. Half Year/Half Credit

SOCIAL STUDIES ELECTIVES

AP Psychology Advanced Placement Grades 11 & 12
The Advanced Placement Program in Psychology is designed to introduce students to the systematic
and scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of humans and other animals. The course
is designed to provide the student with knowledge of the content of psychology, its vocabulary, its
principles of phenomena and the ability to synthesize and apply this material. Major topics studied
include: psychological subfields and perspectives, research methods, biological basis of behavior,
sensation and perception, consciousness, learning and memory, cognition and language,
intelligence, motivation and emotion, personality theories, psychological disorders and treatment,
and social psychology. PREREQUISITES: Excellent work ethic, intense interest in the human
condition and department approval. Full Year/One Credit



Psychology Accelerated College Prep Grades 11 & 12
This is an elective introductory course offered to juniors and seniors which is designed to acquaint
the student with an overview of the field of psychology. Major topics studied include: psychology
as a science, biological basis of behavior, human growth and development, personality theory,
forms of mental illness and therapeutic techniques. Students are encouraged to interact with the
material when applicable thus encouraging practical decision making skills. Students will also
participate in the written analysis of current psychological topics and the application of theory to
human case studies. Full Year/One Credit

Sociology Accelerated College Prep Grades 11 - 12
Sociology is a course designed to investigate human group interaction. Although sociology employs
a distinct perspective, it does share some common features with other social sciences, including
anthropology, psychology, economics, political science and history. The student will find all of
these elements in this course. The student will also find him/herself looking at the life we lead and
the interactions with other people and with social institutions in a new and different way. Study
skills, research techniques, problem solving and inferential thinking activities are key elements
included in this course of study. In an effort to relate classroom learning to contemporary society
and history, an ongoing study of current affairs will be incorporated into the course.

Full Year/One Credit

Economics Accelerated College Prep Grades 11 & 12
Economics presents a practical view of business, finance, labor, government, taxes, banks, and
consumers. The easily understandable text is part of a Wall Street Journal series that explains how a
free market capitalistic system functions compared to socialism models. Students learn economic
search sets like supply, demand, equilibrium, and diminishing marginal returns. These will be
connected to current economic events. The government’s role, especially with tax policy, is
explored as well as personal success stories in business. There will also be a focus on laws as they
relate to business practices. Full Year/One Credit

Film Study Accelerated College Prep Grades 10, 11 & 12
This course is designed to familiarize students with the basic elements of this important medium
that has an influential effect on our society. The student will learn about, and explore, how film
makers put together the various aspects of movies and videos, (sound, music, production design,
sets, costumes, lighting, acting, camera movement and editing), which, when done effectively, have
the powerful effect of creating (or re-creating) reality for the viewer. General topics will include
film as an industry, film theory, film and history, film genres, (types of movies such as drama,
horror, comedy, musicals, historical epics, cult, documentaries, westerns, mysteries, and silent
films), and film and technology. The goal of the course is that the student develops a new insight
into film in particular and communication through electronic means in general.

Half Year/Half credit

Music in the 20" Century Accelerated College Prep Grades 10, 11 & 12
American popular music had a profound effect on music across the world. The country has seen the
rise of popular styles that have had a significant influence on global culture, including ragtime,
blues, jazz, rock, R&B, doo wop, gospel, soul, funk, heavy metal, punk, disco, house, techno, salsa,
grunge and hip hop. This course is designed to familiarize students with the basic elements of each



of these genres and the history that lies underneath. The student will learn about, and explore, how
music makers put together the various aspects of their work, as well as how it has affected
American society in the 20" century. Half Year/half Credit

FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT

Foreign Language Expo Grade 7
This is a two part course that takes place during one 10-week quarter of the school year. Part A is
an introduction to Spanish and Part B is an introduction to French. The class is designed to study
who the people are that speak the language, where the language is dominant, and beginner level
conversation and grammar rules. The goal of the course is to educate the student so that he/she can

make an informed decision about which language class to pursue over the next several years.
( 10 Weeks)

Spanish I Honors Grades 8 & 9
Spanish I is designed for students to begin building proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and
writing in the Spanish language. Students will also have exposure to some cultural and
geographical information pertaining to Latin America. A variety of methods and tools will be
incorporated to enhance student learning including; lecture, audio/visual tapes, CD ROMs,
cooperative group activities and interactive practice. The emphasis shall be placed on activities
involving oral and written communication. Full Year/ One Credit

Spanish I Accelerated College Prep Grades 8 & 9
Spanish I is designed for students to begin building proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and
writing in the Spanish language. Students will be exposed to cultural and geographical information
pertaining to Latin America. A variety of methods and tools will be incorporated to enhance student
learning including; lecture, audio/visual tapes, CD ROMs, cooperative group activities and
interactive practice. The emphasis shall be placed on activities involving oral and written
communication. Full Year/ One Credit

Spanish II Honors Grades 9 & 10
This course offers a continuation of the study of the Spanish language and cultures of the Spanish
speaking world. Through more sophisticated oral and written work, students continue to build on
vocabulary, increase fluency and refine oral skills. New grammatical concepts and verb tenses are
introduced and short readings are discussed in Spanish. Students use the vocabulary in context to
create dialogues with partners, and create original projects and presentations. Audio and video
components, as well as internet resources are used with each thematic chapter. The differences
between Honors and Accelerated College Prep include the difficulty of the readings, the creativity
and complexity of original work and the amount of review of basic and intermediate structures.
Honors level moves at a more accelerated pace. Student and teachers interact in the target language.
Full Year/One Credit

Spanish II Accelerated College Prep Grades 9 & 10
This course offers a continuation of the study of the Spanish language and cultures of the Spanish
speaking world. Through more sophisticated oral and written work, students continue to build on
vocabulary, increase fluency and refine oral skills. New grammatical concepts and verb tenses are



introduced and short readings are discussed in Spanish. Students use the vocabulary in context to
create dialogues with partners, and create original projects and presentations. Audio and video
components, as well as internet resources are used with each thematic chapter. The differences
between Honors and Accelerated College Prep include the difficulty of the readings, the creativity
and complexity of original work and the amount of review of basic and intermediate structures.
College Preparatory level moves at a less accelerated pace. Student and teachers interact in the
target language as much as possible and at a lower level of difficulty in grammatical structure and
vocabulary content than the Honors course. Full Year/One Credit

Spanish III Honors Grades 10 & 11
This course is a transition course to upper/level offerings. Students will continue to strengthen the
four skills of language acquisition with particular emphasis on developing stronger communicative
and written skills. More advanced grammatical structures and more sophisticated vocabulary and
idiomatic expressions are introduced while continuing to use and master basic structures. Students
use the language to begin to analyze literary works and art. Music, video, film and internet
resources are also used to further enhance students’ understanding and proficiency. The differences
between Honors and Accelerated College Prep include the difficulty of the readings, the creativity
and complexity of original work and the amount of review of basic and intermediate structures.
Honors level moves at a more accelerated pace. Students and teachers interact in the target language
and use both inductive and deductive approaches to learning. Full Year/One Credit

Spanish 111 Accelerated College Prep Grades 10 & 11
This course is a transition course to upper/level offerings. Students will continue to strengthen the
four skills of language acquisition with particular emphasis on developing stronger communicative
and written skills. More advanced grammatical structures and more sophisticated vocabulary and
idiomatic expressions are introduced while continuing to use and master basic structures. Students
use the language to begin to analyze literary works and art. Music, video, film and internet
resources are also used to further enhance students’ understanding and proficiency. The differences
between honors and Accelerated College Prep include the difficulty of the readings, the creativity
and complexity of original work and the amount of review of basic and intermediate structures.
College Preparatory level moves at a less accelerated pace than Honors. Students and teachers
interact in the target language as much as possible using both inductive and deductive approaches to
language learning. Full Year/ One Credit

Spanish IV Honors Grades 11 & 12
In this course, students practice advance Spanish grammar structures in the writing and speaking
process on a regular basis. Students explore literary, historical and social themes through selected
texts. Through the study of a variety of literary works, newspapers, internet resources, film clips
and music, students develop reading and auditory skills and cultural perspective. Oral
presentations, essays, and daily class participation and discussion in the target language reinforce
new vocabulary, advanced grammar and increase overall proficiency. This course is a preparatory
course for Advanced Placement Spanish Language course and/or Spanish V Honors. Students and
teachers interact in the target language. Full Year/One Credit



Spanish IV Accelerated College Prep Grades 11 & 12
In this course, students practice advance Spanish grammar structures in the writing and speaking
process on a regular basis. Students explore literary, historical and social themes through selected
texts. Through the study of a variety of literary genres, internet resources, film clips and music,
students develop their reading, writing, listening and speaking skills in Spanish as well as develop a
cultural awareness and sensitivity. Oral presentations, essays, and daily class participation and
discussion in the target language reinforce new vocabulary, advanced grammar and increase overall
proficiency. This course is a preparatory course for Spanish V Honors. Students and teachers
interact in the target language. Full Year/One Credit

Spanish V Honors Grade 12
In Spanish V Honors, students are exposed to a wide variety of materials to help them progress in
their knowledge of Spanish culture and in their ability to use the language in meaningful context.
The text provides a thorough review of grammar topics already covered in previous levels of
Spanish in order to refine particularly problematic areas. The students are also introduced to new
grammar points and an expansive vocabulary to improve their ability to communicate effectively.

In addition, students examine historical and contemporary literature, art, and music from the
Spanish speaking world. Full Year/One Credit

AP Spanish Language Advanced Placement Grade 12
The AP Spanish Language course will cover the equivalent of a third year college level course in
advanced composition and conversation. The primary goal of the course is to raise students’ levels
of proficiency in listening, speaking, reading and writing. These skills will be integrated and
students will learn to synthesize information from authentic texts, both print and aural. The course
is designed to prepare the student for successful completion of the Advanced Placement Spanish
Language examination given at the end of the year for college credit. A secondary goal is to
increase cultural awareness of Spanish-speaking communities both in the United States and abroad
by means of the study of current events and global issues. The curriculum is based on themes with
vocabulary and texts concentrated on a central topic. The course is conducted entirely in Spanish
and students are expected to use only Spanish during their in-class and outside-of-class interactions
both with the teacher and each other. Full Year/One Credit

French I Honors Grades 8 & 9
This course provides an introduction to the French language and cultures of the francophone world.
The focus is on communication and developing proficiency through vocabulary building, proper use
of basic grammar and dialogue while at the same time deepening their appreciation of other
cultures. Correct pronunciation is stressed, and verb conjugations and other grammatical structures
are introduced. Students study geography and are introduced to short cultural readings. Through
many interactive communicative lessons students gradually develop the four skills of language
acquisition—oral and written expression as well as listening and reading comprehension. Audio and
video components as well as internet sources are used with each thematic chapter. Students and
teachers interact in the target language. Full Year/One Credit

French II Honors Grades 9 & 10
This course offers a continuation of the study of the French language and cultures of the French
speaking world. Through more sophisticated oral and written work, students continue to build



vocabulary, increase fluency, and refine writing skills. New grammatical concepts and verb tenses
are introduced and short readings are discussed in French. Students use vocabulary in context to
create dialogues with partners, and create original projects and presentations. Audio and video
components, as well as internet resources are used with each thematic chapter. Students and
teachers interact in the target language. Full Year/One Credit

French II1 Honors Grades 10 & 11
In this course, students will continue to strengthen the four skills of language acquisition with
particular emphasis on developing stronger communicative and written skills. More advanced
grammatical structures and more sophisticated vocabulary and idiomatic expressions are introduced
while continuing to use and master basic structures. Students use the language to begin to analyze
literary works and art. Music, video, film and internet resources are also used to further enhance
students’ understanding and proficiency. Students and teachers interact in the target language. Full
Year/One Credit

French IV Honors Grades 11 & 12
In this course, students practice advanced French grammar structures in the writing process on a
regular basis. Students explore literary, historical and societal themes through selected sources.
Through the study of a variety of literary works, newspapers, internet resources, film clips, and
music, students develop reading and listening skills and cultural perspective. Oral presentations,
essays, and daily class participation and discussion of daily world events in the target language
reinforce new vocabulary, advanced grammar and increase overall proficiency. This course
prepares students for the Advanced Placement French Language course. Students and teachers
interact in the target language. Full year/One Credit

BUSINESS/COMPUTER DEPARTMENT

Computer Basics Survey Course Accelerated College Prep Grade 8
This Computer Basics Survey course will introduce students to applications often used in the world
of computing. Its purpose is to introduce students to basic skills related to several different
computer applications. It will assist them to make an informed decision when choosing future
computer courses based on what appeals to their personal interests and needs. This course meets for
one quarter only. (Ten Weeks)

Introduction to Computers Accelerated College Prep Grades 7-12
This introductory computer class will acquaint students with the proper procedures to create
documents, worksheets, databases, and presentations suitable for coursework, and personal use
using Microsoft Office. Each student is given hands-on experience with this popularly used
software. Half Year/Half credit

Desktop Publishing Accelerated College Prep Grades 9-12
The Desktop Publishing course is designed to introduce the student to elements of design and
publishing using the software program Adobe InDesign CS2. It will allow students to use a hands
on approach as they acquire knowledge of the tools and vocabulary necessary to create and edit
original flyers, brochures, magazine covers, advertisements, and other professional looking
publications. Half Year/Half Credit



Adobe Photoshop CS3 Accelerated College Prep Grades 9-12
The Adobe Photoshop CS3: Complete Concepts and Techniques course offers an introduction to
Photoshop and image editing. It will allow students to create and modify digital images in electronic

form using a step by step, project oriented approach to learning. No previous experience with
Adobe Photoshop CS3 is necessary. Half Year/Half Credit

HTML Accelerated College Prep Grades 9-12
HTML is an introductory web design programming language in which the student will be able to
create his/her own web pages and websites upon completing this course. No experience with Web
page development or computer programming is required. Half Year/Half Credit

Fundamentals of Accounting Accelerated College Prep Grade 12
This course uses the book, Century 21 Accounting 9E, and is an introduction into the basic subject
matter. Students will be introduced to basic accounting terms, concepts and computations. Students
will master the fundamentals and foundations of the material. Students use the charts and diagrams
to understand the concepts and then produce the computations on by hand on various forms such as
transaction registers, journals and general ledgers. The level of difficulty is college preparatory.
Dependent on the group the class will move at a more accelerated pace if the group dynamic calls
for that. Supplemental worksheets and working papers are used for the students to practice the
computations. The problems are completed in written form in order to ensure the students absolute
comprehension of the material prior to performing any automated accounting practices. At the most
accelerated pace the students will complete the course at chapter 10. Advanced students will attend
outside accounting events as well. Full year/One Credit

ART DEPARTMENT

The Art Department’s mission is to provide guidance, inspiration, tools and structure, enabling
artists to realize their creative potential in an open, positive and encouraging environment. Student
exhibits are an integral part of our curriculum. All students in art participate in school and
community outreach art exhibitions, having the opportunity to display their art in our five to six
exhibits per year.

Intro to Art Accelerated College Prep Grades 7 & 8
The Visual Arts Program is designed to teach students to see as artists, to become true observers of
their culture able to express their feelings and ideas through various mediums. The visual art teacher
is an experienced teacher and artist with experience in all areas of the curriculum. The curriculum is
based on the development of observational skills and grounded in the basic elements and principles
of art. Each course is an overview of two and three dimensional art, art history, and art criticism.
This course meets for one quarter only. ( Ten Weeks)

ArtTand II Accelerated College Prep Grades 9 & 12
The Art I and II classes are made up of young artists in grades 9-12. Each artist enters into the art
program at his/her own skill level and is given individual instruction during each lesson. Each artist
explores and defines his/her skills while moving toward better understanding and execution of a
variety of artistic expressive techniques. In a shared community of many ages, the art class



encourages the workshop approach based on individual skills and self-expression. Within each class
artists are at varying levels of development, progressing through Art I and II.
Half Year/Half Credit or Full Year/One Credit

Advanced Art I and II Honors Grades 11 & 12
This class is especially designed for juniors and seniors who are pursuing further education in an art
field. Emphasis is placed on portfolio development, and camera-ready art for CD presentations in
preparation for application to an art program. Artists are encouraged to have their art reviewed early
in the fall during an art college portfolio review session. Advanced Artists are given art assignments
to work on over the summer to keep their art developing and strengthening their skill base. Students
spend the year refining their skills and enhancing their work with a personal vision. Advanced
artists integrate learned and advanced forms to create art using new and traditional materials at a
high level of effectiveness. Advanced Art is offered as a full-year course and is encouraged for both
junior and senior year. In senior year, our artists translate material learned into mature expressions
that communicate a more individual vision. Seniors prepare for all exhibits, but especially for their
Senior Art Show. Each student selects portfolio work to be displayed at this event. Senior artists at
all levels are welcome and encouraged to participate in this show. Senior artists research a master
artist and re-see a favorite piece of their art. The students prepare a paper, painting, and a workshop
project for the class. The artwork then becomes a gift, their legacy to our school.

Full Year/One Credit

Painting II Honors Grades 11 & 12
Advanced artists in grades 11-12 may take Painting II class if their schedules allow.

The students will strengthen their painting skills working with color, light, composition, and
perspective. Students explore and use acrylics, tempera, and watercolor on various painting
surfaces. The students build on their skill level to complete works for their portfolio. Students are
somewhat independent and encouraged to paint Plein Air landscapes, still life set ups, figure
studies, interiors, illustration, as well as capturing their expressive and impressionistic personal
vision. Painting II is held within an Art I-1I class. Full Year/One Credit

PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Physical Education College Preparatory Grades 9-12
Physical Education is the part of the educational process that contributes to the fulfillment of each
student’s physical, behavioral and social needs. Through a planned sequence of learning
experiences, it teaches students the importance of physical fitness and the advantage of being
physically active throughout their lives. This course will also promote and enhance social growth,
emotional stability, self-confidence, a positive self-image and the ability to cope with success and
failure. It is mandatory for students to take this course once in senior high school.

Half Year/Half Credit

Health and Wellness College Preparatory Grades 9-12
Health and Wellness is a course designed to address the practical, physical, mental, and emotional
aspects of a healthy and productive lifestyle. By combining classroom activities and indoor and
outdoor Physical Education components, the students will learn to apply the knowledge and skills
necessary to help them successfully lead a healthy, balanced and productive life.



Half Year/Half Credit
VIRTUAL HIGH SCHOOL

Highly motivated students may apply to participate in Virtual High School (VHS). VHS is a non-
profit consortium of schools that offers semester and year long courses to students whose schools
participate in the program. The students who participate can choose from more than 160 courses
including core, elective, and Advanced Placement (AP) courses. St. Peter-Marian is allotted
approximately 25 seats per semester in VHS courses. In order to participate, students must apply for
the program and receive two teacher recommendations. Students must demonstrate an interest in
independent learning, an interest in a VHS course, and the ability to handle the personal and
academic responsibility required of students in the program.
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